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late for us, this season ; next season, you shall see !' Such was their theory, after Louis got that cathartic, and rose from bed. Sclimettau, with his importunities, which at last irritated everybody, could make nothing more of it. ' Let the King of France crown his glories by the Siege of Freyburg, the conquest of Brisgau :—for behoof of the poor Kaiser, don't you observe? Hither Austria is the Kaiser's-,—and furthermore, were Freyburg gone, there will be no invading of Elsass again' (which is another privately very interesting point)!
And there, at Freyburg, the Most Christian King now is, and his Army up to the knees in mud, conquering Hither Austria;  besieging Freyburg, with much difficulty owing to the wet,—besieging there with what energy; a spectacle to the world!    And has,  for  the present, but  one   wife,   no m istress either !    With rapturous eyes France looks on ; with admiration too big for words.    Voltaire, I have heard, made pilgrimage to Freyburg, with rhymed Panegyric in his pocket; saw those miraculous operations of a Most Christian King miraculously awakened; and had the honour to present said Panegyric; and be seen, for the first time, by the royal eyes, —which did not seem to relish him much.1    Since the first days of October, Freyburg had been under constant assault; ' amid rains, amid frosts; a siege long and murderous' (to the besieging party) ;—and was not got till November 5th ; : f"                          not quite entirely, the Citadels of it, till November 25th;
\ |                            Majesty gone home to Paris, to illuminations and triumphal
• *"                          arches, in the interim.2    It had been a difficult and bloody
conquest to him, this of Freyburg and the Brisgau Country ; and I never heard that either the Kaiser or he got sensible ;.:   '.                          advantage  by   it, — though   Prince   Karl,   on   the   present
1   :                            occasion, might be said to get a great deal.
I I                                       * The Panegyric (Epttre au Roi (levant Fribourg) is in (Euvres dt  Voltaire,
6 I                                    xvii. 184.
I \                                        " Adelung, iv. 266 ; Barbier, ii. 414 (13111 November, etc.), for the illumina.
| « •                                   tions, grand in the extreme, in spite of wild rains and winds.